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Establishment of the Chikubushima Renge-e
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Abstract: This article points out three things about the Renge-e, Chikubushima’s largest ceremony:

- The ideological foundation is the “Kanbutsu Samaikai-kyo Sutra.”

- The reason for choosing Benzaiten as the object of the ceremony, rather than the original deity worshipped,
was due to a split within the sect to which Chikubushima belonged, which led to an assertion of the sect’s
uniqueness, and to changes in people’s attitudes toward gods due to climate change.

- In later years, the Renge—e was touted as having been founded by Ryogen (the 18th Tendai Abbot), and the
presence of Ryogen’s mother was also highlighted. Behind this lay the religious strategy of the monks of Agui.
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