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Views on History in Christian Theology:
About Reinhold Niebuhr's Interpretation of the Cross
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This paper deals with the meaning of the cross according to Reinhold Niebuhr's description in his
famous book, The Nature and Destiny of Man. By showing how Niebuhr interprets the cross, the basis
of his theology is also to be described. Niebuhr's interpretation of the cross is summarized as follows:
The Christian doctrine of the "second Adam" symbolically shows that Christianity is deeply related to the
facts of history. Each person seeks harmony with the other individuals or the group, and on this occasion
this mutual love must be maintained in the dimension deeper than historical realities. It is the sacrificial
love, namely agape, shown by Christ on the cross that provides this dimension.
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