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A study of stress change in words of French origin
during the Middle English period
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This paper investigates Middle English word stress and examines when, how, and why the English
stress system changed during the period. After the Norman Conquest, many words entered English
mainly from French. The stress patterning of these foreign words was quite different from that of Old
English, and it is clear that it exerted a great influence on the stress system of the language. The newly
introduced stress patterning of French words was, however, also quite different from that of Old French
and Anglo-Norman, which implies that the stress system of Old English had a considerable effect on the
stress patterning of these French words. It is suggested that although Middle English did not inherit the
principle of initial stress from Old English, it did inherit the principle of leftward main stress, which in
turn triggered the shift from isochronic rhythm to isosyllabic rhythm.
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1. [FL&HIZ DFER, WFEITIE, WROT N~ o FERIOFERE A R
10664E D/ V< AAEROH, KFEICIZT T AFEE FRELH L~ 2 AFER OFERE & R4 FE IS
FOTFUEPOOMATERRREICO b SN, £ 5T LiKked. $abb, MEFEHLIEORETEITE
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T, TERBITIFESROH 1 Hficd D] L5 7
< VEEOEANE TEBRBIIFH ORI ITIH U THEAR 3
THOWThRZH D] Lo u~<r ZFEORAINE
WZTFH LA ST, MBBRELERET D Z &itko
TeDTH B,

WHIBRE OB, Z N~ 2 ahiEs B OMMREL
2SN Hle<e, SRHMRRFILSD D W ERGE L &
OFFEOWNIFHLZ X > CTiibh s, mhiGEOmSMAR
IZONWTHINETIRE L DU R ENTE L, hT
b, UM ORGEERBTICHT L, ZOKZRSEER
% SR DR % AW TRIBH L 72 Nakao (1978) 2 X
DG, HIEOMRBMARZIE BT LT EER SR
ThD". AFTIE, HEFHD Nakao 12 & 5 Lk &I
FASUNTI9904ELUFRIT T - T B RETREA O 2R L i
U 2R R SR, hEEIz B BimEE it
DREY] &8 &N & 28> T 7.

B OBBIZELTOWEY TH D, £9, H2HiT
EHEGEOGE RSB EMBIL, 7 T2 AMEAGERHEK
WhHhILTWND X 5 R EHER O TIE/R <, Nakao
(1972) MERTH LS IC - EHRBEETHDHZ L %&R
9. ki, H3HITIE, hEFESEEERBLOT
70 ) = VU RED BRI R & TRk o
T MAEOMTL, 7T AMEAENED X 51T
LD, 612, BEEOX I REANR -
DO EwmU D, KBICHEAMTIIE LOEBRRD &
Lhiz, SBOBEEET D,

2. HEEOEERS
21. HEFORE

FIRAGE CIZE R Ch > I DOhIEE, F A~ ik
FEAIIPNUTAT GBI TREOSE 1 HliC BB S e
LEZBNTWS., HHEENZ DX N < L EEORHS %Ik
WITE S R, FEROS 1 HNcEmE 220 T
7o Z IR N OIHEREEOFISRIEY THh B,

(1) a N 4desa 'hatchet’
purpure  'purple'
A  médeme ‘'average'
b. N calend 'month’
woruld 'world'
A gréne 'green’
néacod 'naked'
c. N pund '‘pound'
A eald ‘old'

V slean 'strike’

(Nakao, 1985: 474)

WIRFETIE, FEOMEA AT (N), JEA (A), B
(V) OWFNTH D0, HEIEOSHEH, 2 58,
3FHONTNATH LD, Z LT, mEHEHiO
HEINRENPBNPIT OBV 2L, TREIFEH
i g, £, SEMFEOEREMIL, Lz
ZNHREEH TH > THRENREPNIRNT &b
FEORMETH D, DT LI, LTFORIMRRT L 51T,
T EERE AR 5 2B /IEEE, FEARD D 2 FKH OHEEH
MEEH 1 DFEITREH 2 DI RfTENDHAITD
HAOERBERELRDZENLBALNTHD.
(2) a. @ghwelc/a&ghwelcne 'each' Acc. Sg. Msc.
&beling / &belinges 'prince' Sg. Nom. / Gen.
'king' Sg. Nom. / Gen.
(Nakao, 1985: 474-6)

cyning / cyninges

e, ZOXSRTEBRBGEOLED, EWMBEZIT
DOIXHEICEHEHTH S Z LI EFEOD H 120
P TH A 5. UMY B il 20 5 58
BAETEIIBNTD, MBI ZNENOEEOEFH G
I, IR OMRB T EIS RS, FH2EED
MBS IS RIS A 2T 5.

(3) a. N aftergénga 'successor’
forogang 'progress’'
A a&fterboren 'afterborn'

férogeorn 'eager to advance'
V  a&fterspyrian  'search'
féroberan 'bring forth'
d. N boccraft literature'
héahfader 'patriarch’
A snawhwit 'snow-white'
dréorigmod 'sad'

(Nakao, 1985: 478-9)

7P, UMY 2 BEFEOL AR, BEEAR -
BRURE A i & BEERE DA & O] TR AR L
D03, BEHREANREN A 52 1T B 44 &I a OB AT,
RUF Y FEIHEHTTH D IR LB 2 5.
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(4) a. N atspyrning 'offence’
bigénga 'inhabitant’
A piarhbeéorht 'radiant’
tinderbéod 'subjected'
V  otsptirnan 'stumble’'
begangan 'visit'
purhfon 'penetrate’
undergietan 'mark’

(Nakao, 1985: 477)

U THHE L 135 2 RV IETEREDRERBC OV TIZS
 DFFBRIMBPITHONTNWD A, KR TIE, W4
L BRD BN G, LUROD 3 8t RGEORME LT
BFDHZ LT D.

(5)  a. EEEHIFENIZEICREEZITS.
b. FEARTHENIREEZIT R,
FEDORTITIZH B THI S TR 22T 5.

Z DX S I IEFEORIE, PHEFEIZBNTHIRS
N TIEDDNHERTDHZ LN TE S, FEHSTH

DITIREE A Z 1T D LU N DOARGENHEMBGETH D Z
LbZDHITHS.
(6) a. N crénycle 'chronicle'
A silueryne 'silvern’
b. N water 'water'
A liper 'bad'
V  béccyn 'beckon'
c. N see 'sea’
A schir 'beautiful’
V  leet let'

(Nakao, 1985: 479)

L, ZTnHoflr s b LNRE ST, AKEEX
R E TICRER RS RS O b 220, 2 &
FITHERGEL R > T LE > TWnD, Z ORRITIE,
FEER O 1 HHIABRE AT D L S HEFEO R

HNENR{DOLR ST EEZBND.

22. OYVREDRE

AKFEDOIEREFEFES P RFEH E TICER LoE
Lo TLELSTWE—FT, 77 A3ENIH
OfEAFEIF2E L LB 72545/ TH oo,

GBI 5 7 T v AEEAGERB ORI BT 2 — 5%

NHOREDIEARTH D 7T VB IO 7 T v A5k
(01d French, OF) TiX, TMEBMIFHOESITIHT T
AR B2 H FIX3FHOBFHOWTINITEIN
. L, UTFOHBRT LS, Tvrm/ =
> i (Anglo-Norma, AN) 1% Z OFE % TIZHER O
RS2k > TWA T8, hEiE (Middle English,
ME) (T 7 T v AGEBRMEAN SNk S Tk, Emmsiad
WS ITH B EETEIN T,

ME honéur
ME natire ‘'naure'
(Pope, 1934)

(7) OF honorem > AN onour 'honor'

OF natiram > AN natiir(e)

HPSGEEINC A SN LR E LT, 22 THi%
SNTcu < v AFEORHE A IR ET 5.

(8) FEREMAELMOLEIXZOEHN, 5T
BRNEXITITFERNS 2 FHOFHiNEREA L
2T 5.

WEEDFBE L 13K & < HL72 D IRBA A 7R3 GE A I
FEICKRBIMBASNIEZ 813, HEEOBREARIT R
#Em%@%ﬁztmif%é FBE, %< OWigeH
B, 7Ty AMEAGEZICRD T T v AGERE L AR D
YEERBOMTENERLTND EEXTX . UT
IZZ51F B Chaucer OFFfFIZZDELE LTHIHENS
ORI 225 Tdp B°.

(9) Indivers art and in divérse figures (Fr'T 1486)

T DK DRI B OGN, HIGEITITEERE DR

HE o<y ZAFEOIFRHOW T BRHEE L T Z & 2m
9%, ARk R O TREMREBEAL &2 T LT
Halle and Keyser (1971) OFZELIRE,  Seih O iREARI

BT 257 N < L iRBBII & b 3EEE O iR SR A 3
T 5=y ZARBHANIHER T 2HMTH Y, FHL<
WA SN e n < > RGBS HEFE DiRET 2 K& <
BRI DRI PN TH -7

23. HLLW-EHHE

LA L, 14M5E UG & RG22 REfc 20 L e
Nakao (1972) 1%, 75 AMEAGEIZREREE SN T
W5 X5 ITHRE T HE RO TIZ R L, HEROITREM
FEMI~HER L, ZOBICHIRAZE L “HRSIE T
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HDLOMNERLTND, BiBTDX 5T, T O
PUIIEFICHER DD TH D, (1) 1T TREAR RS

TR Y 7 T AMEAGEE, BIRICRT & 5 IchiEET
CHmBEE LY, %0)&, FEARMBN AR ST DTH
2.

(10)  honéur
nattire

> héndour > hoénor 'honor'

> natlr > natur 'nature’'
> bécheler 'bachelor'

(Nakao, 1972: 456)

bachelér > bacheler

ZOHME L TETEF LN TND DI, FEARIRSL
HEEIC R S, FRIERSE NI SN DT
D E 5 72 BIA3, PEGEIFHRE VR LBEND Z L THS.
Z OBUTIREBRERE A b 72720 D D72 1 T35041 2L E

DIE S (Nakao, 1978: 23-35).

(11) a. Bycawsebou may wyth y3en me se;

(Pearl 297)

b. Pat ca3t watz in be captyvide in cuntre of Jues;
(Cleanness 1612)

Anobperpou says, in pys countre

Fi, UROX S Ich—fTNT ()7 AR
T 3EHLL B HRDFENFAETHZ &b HREE
THT DAL E 72 B, Nakao N2 DR T2 o 7
WEEDHIIZ160E A X 5.

(12) a. N paradyse 'paradise’
A corporéll 'corporal'

V  sacrifice 'sacrifice’

b. N septémtribun 'septentrion’

A particulér 'particular’

(Nakao, 1978: 35-8)

S 51T, 852 BT ORI AR T B o DI KHiERE
M2 O®BAEFEOLEZ LN DFHT L, AiRTRN
BRI T d B T2 DI KHIIGFE A2 D588 % b T2 221
HUER BRNVEIR D X 5 570 5 OFNE2204R 0 H 5
(Nakao, 1978: 38-41).

(13) a. Bot he had craued a cosse, bi his courtaysye
S W
'Unless he had asked for a kiss by his courtesy'
(Gawain 1300b)

b. And of absolucioun he on peseggecalles
S W
'And he asked the priest for absolution'
(Gawain 311b)

#Bikd B X9z, ZTh o OIEARFEILDIE)N T Nakao
NG S 22 TR Y, ZOWHRIZMER DRSS
Hik L OR G EHETIT ek % SO,

3. MEEITHITHEBEIL
31, UXLEES

Nakao ODUE L e SR OB THEHTRE DL 5 1
DO EE, EREMBBT L LFEROEEHICH DD
TNz L &RT (14) O X 572610, JERRERE
R THIFRYBEF LN TNDZ L THS.

(14) N demoényak 'demoniac'
dispttisoun 'disputation’
ecclésidste 'Ecclesiast’
miséricérde 'misericord'
oblivién 'oblivion'
septémtri6un  'septentorion’

A particulér 'particular’
supériéur 'superior’

(Nakao, 1978: 35-7)

(12a) 1228 iz 2 HHTB L3 Ffish oA, &
RBIIREIICENN D T, IR OREERE O
BENTWDI2DE ST X 55, ZOTFHNTKL,
4EHILL B SR D FEOEEITIE, TR 1EEIT
X7 F2E B IrNDOTH D, TSN
275 v AGAGEORBIE LI FICET S,

(15) BRBFENCHRATT HEHN 1 DOHRDYLEILE
OF MR Z 2, ZTNLHNOLE TR
WIS T T 25T 1 DB X IR A2 2T 5.

4 FHLL LD 5722 7 T 2 A AGERR T HREV)
FEUHAIRBA A R & 92 W R ORI (5a) &SI E MR
EHDTIFRL, HLSHEEICEASNc < A5k
DJFH B) I TWDZ LIFHLNTH D, T HIT,
FRGEEICIE, RSN AT T D S i IR B i D
HifE LR D Z LR D) X AMRELOFE S Ev T
T ERIPRZD.
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3.2. BBOEABE
ZNTIE, o, hREEHOFEmEE, EARTS
27 vra ) N U EORERRBERLRBLH LN
U RDBENLTIL L TWSTDTH S 50, F0O%
X B YFEAR OISR D Z L%, TLAKRRZ &
ThH» 5. UFichHgT o EEsL Ty 7e /v
< VBRI T 5 &, A ERIRRIC LR EIN &
LT, 772 AMEAGEORERIRENE 520 A D #HH3
MIEEICH -2 Z LR TE 5.
(16) OE a. FEEAGHILWICHRBEEZITS. (=(5a))
. ARG A Z TR, (=(5b))
c. REDWIITH BB TN Emh s 2
5. (=(5¢))
. PEARGEHIAESEH OB IXE OEHIA,
ZHTRWEEITFFERPLL FHD
HiN RSB EZT 5. (=(8))

B2 THRAI K ST, H AR DOFEHERE O
(16a) ((=52)) X P EFEMETIIZEZDLHOTHVEN
RLDITR->TBY, 752 AMEAGEOERME &
BRI 2DIFEDEBENI P ELBND, 75
A AGE OB Z O SGFEORI L HETDHZ &
XX TH S,

T, OERVILkOTEHRBANRLEMIZBIH S
X, ZOEHMINERAAEZI, FEARSHIXERS L L
TS Z L1d, FEORITNICH 2 HmESHin s s %
5 &5 EEEEOR (16¢) ((=5¢)) AAhiEgEIcH]
BN TV LB 2R, BINTE S, HYGE0R
SHEERE L L ARED & ORE T GEIC 2T k2L Tz D2
IZOWTIEAHROWEE R 22U 20,
B E T OEMBE AR o Tz EBbhD (17)
X O R BESE ORI, WWEED Z ORFMA R IGE
ISR NT Z &2 TR DRHIC R VG5 TH
A5.

(17) N forbode 'prohibition’
A dncoup 'strange'
V  misdo 'misdo’

(Nakao, 1985:486)

ZDEoIT, EHROFLEHINREEZITDEND
FHERHNWEWNC -T2 LT > TT7 T AMEAGE
DFERMEAZIFANDHZ R TETNWZ L, 2L

MIGEIZ BT % 7 T > AGEREAGEREL OB BT 5 —5 %

T, NUR OSBRI M 2 X < Fl&fkah
TWeZ ENRT T2 AMEAGEDRBRNIRE L LT
O EHIREZTTIEHMI LTS, 2B, hHEED
PERGHIARESHITH D 2 & &2 AT B EFRAVGEHL
LT, FEREHINRBEEICEA OEREERTZ
L0, ARG HIS R EA O BRI AR T
Z L, U CERSHIPSEHLRIEEIC BN TR
B OH N ZRTZEREFEND., ZD5h, LT
IR T & 9 B ARSI SRS B Of 7 LI HhT
BT &L, ZOEHINMmBEZIT T\ LT
T2<, BIREBEZ TV Loz s.

(18)  comfort ~ coumforde
leopart ~ lebardes
pendauntes ~ pendaundes
tabart ~ tabarde
knoweliche ~ knowlage

(Nakao, 1978: 41-2)

3.3. FERBEBOMEE

BBICED DI, 287 T2 AMEAGEIIICR O LR
BERRTE LIZONLENIBINWTH S, Fiffi Tk
e &k 5z, FEIEMBOEE (16a) 13 IEEIzIZ32 1k
BN o Te— T, FFROMRE %33R (16c)
XN, BiEIE T T v A AGEDSFEA RS %
TRoTcHHZBIAL, %BEXT7 T2 AMEAFER NP
DOBBI O L Sz > BT 5. KB
MNWTH D7 T v AMEAGERGERIRE 2R H DD EIR
A GEORTNITHE LI 2 3T 5 01k, ¥EE»
LRI S 51O DM TH 2 FEA MRS E 1S
f&{7) (16b) ((=5b)) TH 5 9.

B2/ THAT L 51T, ARFEOFEARRE XTI RE
FEIIMEREN 2D EHTH Y, (6ab) ITRL
iy, WmEBEZITDZ Lixsv. i, IR (19)
BEO 1) ichl 2T L T, 77 AEAGED
FER <-y> IXHITREITRE A Z DO LT, AKEE
DR <-y> 1FMWIREA 1] TH D, S HIT, HRFED
B LORRBUZAE - TRERMBB 233l (19¢) 12281
T ABIE TG d Z LiE, SEARREA S i E i
FECHIERICRPN -T2 2 L AR
(19) a. N 4gonye
théologie

A prauy 'privy’'
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V  tarie
b. N barli
pény

A émpty

'tarry’'

rédy
V  bdry
méry
bodies baodi
lilie lylie
A merie

wery

mérye
wéry
(Nakao, 1978: 43-6)

7T v AMEAGEDFEABINT, FERAKRF > TV
Z O OREEZIT T, TRBEERP OB SE
R TERLBP-TDTH D, PIGHIERS b
TV X DI HERED & FERIHRE O B % Z 1k /e
DOTIEARL, FEARBRBZEY S B E2Z TN TND Z
e, hEIC R R GERBAASR & < 28k Lzl

HDIDOTHDZ LBDrDd

4. FE&H

AFETIE, 77 AMEAGETBB _HETITR D
FRBGETH D & OGP S, WHFEAR OREEI &
Trra ) v UREOMRBRIREM LI Ltk o
T, EOXSITHREBNEILLTcDR, Fi, 7odimsh
WAL LTe DO %im Cle. HFhOms)s hiegE e 7
N L EERIDORRBRIN B 1 < v AFERIOREENT L 0
X OIEE Lieonix, Fa<rimsdiiilita<r X
IR DRI, HHMAEIED HMERD D RT A—
ZEDOFEAL, B DWIEHFIRIONEFA R AN D - Tz
TERETHHMPINTERLZ L TH DN, AFTIE,
LD X5 RIS, LD XS MR
HEDPSIIR D S Te DNTHE R E L TDZ itk » T, %
L DFRIZ T Tid/e <, ZALDIRIN DT %A T2,
FRIT, ZUREDSILIC R & 15 AGE ORHENMEZE U T2 B
DOfFF B & UTEA SRR, Yk o Rsiil %
PRI RE S A S® e Z & &R LT

JT4E, Minkova IT & - T, 3B OFEHRE & 5E
ARBBEOFEND, FORFIREN TWIZEE—RRb D
Tixe<, hFGEOMRBANIKKR L LT/~ RO
BRBTITEH T2 & 5 TN~ A BRI OIFZE R 2 S
72, Minkova &i RIEEE ORI ORLEIXGEIC X -
THERY, £ ITHE EOEFICRNT 5D THD

LML, FEER T~ v AR OB A O S EICE
TLIDX, VR Y2 AT KED T T VREBEA
ENTUMDOZ LTHD LORMERLTNS, Li
L&ﬁa,ﬁxﬁﬁﬁﬁéﬁﬁwv&wwﬁ%éﬁ%
Bz L 2RBDHD L L bic, hRFENCF CURERD 5
mibtﬁ SEL7R DEREMLIE 2 3T (20) O X 5 7
MYFEITH LWATE A 2 bleb Lz LR LIz Z
LiX, PRI REARIRE AT B T IR DT
BERRZ o7 L3 2REOFREEMST D HDOTH
2.

(20) méral - mordlitee
parish - parishoner
sélem - solémpnite
volume - voliminous
(Minkova, 2007: 173)
¢ FEOIRAGE ORBFNT T 5 FM RIS & &
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