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Views on History in Christian Theology
— Reinhold Niebuhr’s Perspective about the End of History —
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This paper deals with Reinhold Niebuhr’s description about the end of history in his famous book,
The Nature and Destiny of Man. The aim of this paper is to make it easy for non-Christian people
to understand Christian view on the end of history through Niebuhr’s interpretation of it. Niebuhr
describes the end of history from the two perspectives; namely finis, or end, and telos, or purpose. He
shows how the purpose of history is fulfilled at its end. According to him, man has the self-transcendent
character and has almost enough intellect to fulfill the meaning of history, but man cannot fulfill it in
reality. To fulfill the meaning of history man needs not only the divine completion of his incompleteness
but also a purging of his guilt by divine judgment and mercy. Niebuhr concludes that man’s wisdom to
fulfill the meaning of history is dependent upon a humble recognition of the limits of his knowledge and

pOWer.
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