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Views on History in Christian Theology
— Reinhold Niebuhr’s Perspective about Justice —
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This paper deals with Reinhold Niebuhr's description about justice in his famous book, The Nature and
Destiny of Man. Niebuhr’s interpretation of social justice will make Christian view on it clear even to
non-Christian people. Niebuhr does not show the concrete ways to establish justice in historic situations
or the ideal society where justice is realized. He points out that it is important to labor for higher justice
under the ideal of brotherhood even though there is no possibility of making history safe against war or
tyranny. For Niebuhr it is the balance of power that makes human situations close to the establishment

of justice.
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Out of the blue I asked, “Have you ever read
Reinhold Niebuhr?”
Obama’s tone changed. “I love him. He’s one of my
favorite philosophers.”
So I asked, What do you take away from him?
“I take away,” Obama answered in a rush of words,
“the compelling idea that there’s serious evil in
the world, and hardship and pain. And we should be
humble and modest in our belief we can eliminate
those things. But we shouldn't use that as an excuse
for cynicism and inaction. I take away ... the sense
we have to make these efforts knowing they are
hard, and not swinging from naive idealism to bitter

.
realism.
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