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This study aims to define characteristics of discourse over cyberbullying through analysis on
newspaper reports and to argue what will be a problem there. Articles about the subject appeared on
papers around 2007. When this new type of bullying was becoming an issue, many of the reports stressed
increased viciousness, seriousness and stealthiness. About one year later, unofficial websites of schools
caught people’s attention, and the shady space for gossiping came to the center of discourse. After that,
the appearance of articles reduced. What has been increasing since about 2009 is the number of the
articles that introduce concrete ideas and measures of anti-cyberbullying.

It is a characteristic of the discourse that they often consider the cyberbullying as a children-and-
mobile phone issue. This study points out we could fail to pay attention to children’s personal relationship

at school as long as we discuss the issue in that way.
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