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Views on History in Christian Theology:
Reinhold Niebuhr's Perspective about the Truth
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This paper deals with Reinhold Niebuhr's description about the idea of tolerance in his famous book,
The Nature and Destiny of Man. According to Niebuhr, we are prone to recognize that we have the
truth, which reveals that we do not have the truth. If we see that our truth is not the truth, we can be
tolerant to other people’s thoughts. Judging from being tolerant or not, Niebuhr tests Catholicism, the
Reformation, and the renaissance. Niebuhr warns that political fanaticism, represented by the Nazism,
was produced in modern days by skepticism that we can not have the truth in history and the pretension

that we have the truth. In this pretension we are intolerant to other people’s thoughts.
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