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Views on History in Christian Theology:
Reinhold Niebuhr’s Perspective about the Reformation
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This paper deals with Reinhold Niebuhr’s description about the Reformation in his famous book, The
Nature and Destiny of Man. As the Reformation seems to be consisted of one single thought for non-
Christian people, it may be useful to show how Niebuhr describes the Reformation in detail, especially
his ways of understanding Luther and Calvin. According to Niebuhr, Luther emphasizes forgiveness in
grace and lapses into mystic doctrines of passivity, while Calvin thinks of sanction as a rigorous obedience
to law. Niebuhr insists that the Christian faith can have relevance to contemporary culture if Christianity
can have a synthesis of the Reformation and the Renaissance.
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