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Views on History in Christian Theology:
Reinhold Niebuhr's Perspective about Modern Culture
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This paper deals with the Christian views on modern culture according to Reinhold Niebuhr's
description about them in his famous book, The Nature and Destiny of Man. Niebuhr’s views identify
Christian interpretation of the Renaissance and the Reformation, which is different from the common
understanding of them. Niebuhr makes it clear that modern culture was realized by the remarkable
triumph of the Renaissance over the Reformation, but that the Biblical perspectives are retained even
in modern culture. The Renaissance is understood as a spiritual movement affirming the limitless
possibilities of human existence and rediscovering the sense of a meaningful history. The Renaissance
idea can be traced back into the classical conceptions and Catholic rationalism. They were expressed in
the perfectionism of Catholic mysticism and monasticism and became the basis of the Protestant pietism
and the modern thoughts vindicating human progress, which were supported by the hope of Christian
eschatology. In the 20™ Century people were confronted with the tragic realities of modern thoughts
and exposed to the intellectual turmoil. To overcome this situation Niebuhr points out the importance of
dialectically reconsidering the Renaissance and the Reformation.
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